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BOWERS AWAITS 
JURY’S VERDICT 



Decision Is Delayed by 
/ Deadlock 

By W. F. MINOR 

( J l mM -PIcovum Staff Corr»spondtnl) 

HATTIESBURG, Miss. - A 
Forrest County circuit court 
jury was locked up for the night 
at 8:30 p. m. Friday, dead- 
locked 10 to 2 in the murder 
trial of Sam H. Bowers, accused 
of ordering the death of Negro 
leader Vernon Dahraer. 



There was no indication a9 
to which way the jury of 10 
white persons and two Ne- 
groes was leaning. I 
Bowers has been identified as 
a Ku Klux Klan Imperial Wiz- 
ard. 

The case was handed to the 
jury at 3:45 p. m. after the 
defense rested its case with- 
out calling Bowers, 45, a Lau- 
rel coin machine business op- 
erator, to the stand. 

Bowers, regarded as organ- 
izer and philsophical leader of 
the White Knights of the Ku 
Klux Klan, a Mississippi based 
Klan group, described by the 
FBI as the most violent in the 
“invisible empire,” was charged 
with the Jan. 10, 1966 firebomb 
slaying of Dahmer. 



PUNISHMENT SOUGHT 



The four-day-long trial mark- 
ed the first bid by the state to 
punish Bowers for the murder 
of Dahmer, who died 15 hours 
after heated smoke seared his 
lungs in the nightrider fire- 
bombing. 



Bowers already is under a 
10-year federal sentence for 
conviction of conspiracy in the 
1964 mob slaying of three civil 
rights workers in Neshoba 
County. 



The FBI charged in the 
Neshoba case that Bowers was 
the “brains” of a “Klan plot” 



Cont. in Sec. 1, Page 2, Col. 3j 



Continued from Page 1 

which brought the deaths of the 
three civil rights activists. 

Dahmer, a 50-year-old Negro 
businessman and farmer, was 
slain, said Klan witnesses in 
the case, because he was a 
leader In getting Forrest Coun- 
ty Negroes registered to vote 
after passage of the 1965 vot- 
ing rights act. 

Wavy-hired defense attorney 
Lawrence Arrington, a former 
Forrest County district attorney, 
charged in his summation to the 
jury that the state’s case de- 
pended on testimony of Billy 
Roy Pitts, a youthful ex-White 
Knight, who he said was a “paid 
witness.” 

PAID TO TESTIFY 
Arrington contended that Pitts, 
who confessed to the FBI in 
September, 1967, to the bizarre 
Klan execution of Dahmer, had 
been paid “thousands of dollars 
of federal money” to testify. 

“I don’t believe there is a jury 
of Mississippians, black or 
white, who would go along with 
taking a man’s life or liberty 
with what has been said here,” 
he charged. 

Conviction of Bowers, he 
said, would “change the judi- 
cial processes of Mississippi” 
in the use of witnesses who 
bad been paid by government 
sources. 

Pitts is under a five-year fed- 
eral sentence after pleading 
guilty to conspiracy in the Dah- 
mer case as well as a state sen- 
tence of life for the Dahmer 

murder. . T T i 

Both Pitts and T. Webber 
Rogers, another ex-Klansman, 
testified they attended a secret 
meeting of “Unit 4” of the White 
Knights in neighborhing Jones 
County, in the latter part of 
December 1965 when Bowers an- 
grily issued the orders to carry 
out the Dahmer “project.” 
District Attorney James Finch 
told the jury in his closing argu- 
ment, Pitts had been a “strip- 
ling 19-year-old who didn’t have 
much sense” when he was sent 
on the Klan mission. 

TWO CARLOADS 
The state showed in its case 
that Bowers remained behind 
when two carloads of Jones 
County Klansmen went on the 
nightrider mission to burn Dah- 
mar’s home and grocery 12 
miles east of here. 

“There’s also a brain behind 



every mover just as there was 
a brain behind the movement 
in Germany that brought us in- 
to World War H,” Finch said. 

“There are leaders who stay 
behind and send out the poor 
butts and idiots to do the dirty 
work.” 

Finch, a slender hawkish 
50-year-old prosecutor, said, 
“as long as I am an officer of 
the state we ar$ not going- to 
turn over our Community ’to 
fanatics.” 

Referring to the use of num- 
bers such as “a three and a 
four” to describe the kind of 
punishment which the two ex- 
Klansmen said was assigned to 
Dahmer, Finch declared, “No- 
body has the right to pick a 
number out and go kill a man, 
that’s anarchy.” 

He added: “Maybe I’ve got a 
number too. I’m not afraid of 
the wizard, the county giant, the 
kleigle, the fleigle or any of the 
rest of them. They don’t scare 
me, because right is on my 
side.” 

DIFFICULTY CITED 

Defending the payments of 
expenses to Pitts by the FB^ 
since he has been in custody, 1 



Finch said, “Do yoatealize the 
difficulty we have breaking into 
the inner structure of the Ku 
Klux Klan? It would be just 
as difficult to break into the 
inner structure of the Commu- 
nist Party.” 

, Several witnesses from Lau- 
rel, including Jones County i 
Sheriff Jerry Landrum and 
County Attorney Charles Picker- 
ing, said Bowers had a ”repu- 
tation for peace and violence in 
the community.” 

Four state highway patrol 
men stationed in Jones County 
made the same statement on 
the witness stand. 

Defense attorney Arrington 
asked each of them if they knew' 
that Bowers “regularly attends 
Hillcrest Baptist Church in Lau- 
rel and he teaches Sunday 
school there.” 

He also pointed out that Bow- 
ers’ grandfather, Eaton Jackson 
Bowers, had been congressman 
from this district many years 

ago. 

ATTEMPT REJECTED 

Judge Stanton Hall ruled out 
attempts of the defense to bring 
in correspondence which Arring- 
ton contended showed Pitts re- 
ceived a series of payments 
from a Jackson man named 
Jessie White in connection with 
the Dahmer case. 

White, called as a witness by 
the defense, took the Fifth 
Amendment and refused to 
make any statements regarding 
purported receipts and letters 
which the defense asked him to 
produce. 

Hall held that because of 
White’s invoking immunity, the 
papers would not be valid 
evidence. 

Pitts contended in his testi 
mony that he had received no 
money from White as an inter- 
mediary from the FBI. 



